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Penis
• Male organ of copulation
• Contains distal portion of urethra

v Spongy urethra
• Functions:

v Conducts urine
v Introduces semen into female vagina during sexual intercourse

• Portions
v Root
v Body or shaft
v Glans

• Other structure
v Prepuce (foreskin) 

o Smegma 



Erec)le Tissue
• 2 corpora cavernosa (singular: corpus cavernosum)

v Superior to corpus spongiosum
• 1 corpus spongiosum

v Surrounds spongy urethra



Erec)on Reflex
• Erection = parasympathetic reflex

ParasympatheHc nerves → NO
↓

Relaxes smooth muscles arterioles → blood enters
↓

Veins are compressed → slows blood ouNlow

⇩
ErecHon 

• Major stimulus
v Mechanical stimulation
v Erotic: 

o Sights
o Sounds
o Smells
o Thoughts 

Input from hypothalamus and limbic system



Ejaculation Reflex
• Powerful release of semen
• Reflex:

v SympatheHc
v SomaHc Coordinated by spinal cord

SympatheHc nerves → smooth muscle contracHons
↘ sHmulate accessory glands ⇒ semen

   ↓
   Emission

SomaHc nerves → skeletal muscle contracHons
↓

Semen is propelled from urethra to exterior (3mL) 

Epididymis
Ductus deferens
Ejaculatory ducts

• EjaculaHon reflex
v Smooth muscle sphincter at the base of urinary bladder closes

o Prevents urine from being expelled
o Prevents semen from entering urinary bladder


